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Who is this leaflet for?

This leaflet is for people with severe asthma who have been
given biologic injections to administer at home. It explains
about using your sharps bin and how to arrange collection and
replacement. If you have any questions please ask the asthma
nurses.

About your sharps bin

A sharps bin is a specially designed container made of yellow
puncture proof plastic. You can use a sharps bin to dispose of
medical supplies such as:

e needles

e syringes (including auto-injectors)

e lancets used with finger pricking devices

e glass ampoules.

« put needles or sharps into the sharps bin immediately
after using them

v Mmake sure the sliding lid is in the ‘temporary closure’

v position after each use

keep your sharps bin in a safe place and out of sight and
reach of children.




X try to take anything out of the sharps bin
X fill the bin above the marked fill line

X put used needles and sharps into general household
waste.

When the sharps bin is full, slide the lid into the fully locked
position (you will hear a click). Sign and date the bin if necessary.

The Severe Asthma Service will provide you with your first sharps
bin only.

We do not replace or dispose of your used sharps bins.

Sharps bin collections

Cornwall Council can arrange collection and disposal of sharps
bins. Please arrange using the phone or web details below.

Cornwall Council

@ Telephone: 0300 123 4141

O Website: www.cornwall.gov.uk/rubbish-recycling-and-waste/
recycling-and-rubbish-collections/clinical-waste-bags-and-
sharps-bins/#sharps
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How to get a replacement bin

A replacement sharps bin is available on prescription from
your GP. Please contact your GP surgery to arrange before your
bin is full and ready for collection.
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