
Neonatal neutropaenia 
Information for parents and carers 

Who is this leaflet for? 
Your baby has had a blood test showing a type of white blood cell 
(neutrophil) is low.  This is a common finding in newborn babies.  
It usually resolves by 3 months of age, but may need further 
investigation if it continues beyond this. 

Neutrophils are a type of white blood cell that fight infection.  
They are present in blood and tissues in the body. We can only 
measure neutrophils in the blood and it is common for babies to 
have a healthy immune system with a low number of neutrophils in 
their blood. 

What happens next?  
A repeat blood test will be organised for your baby in around 
1-2 weeks. This will be carried out at either the Neonatal Unit or the
paediatric Gwithian Unit on 4th floor Tower Block. The location
depends on the age of your baby. Further tests are carried out if the
level is low on 3 blood tests over 3 months.

Do I need to do anything in the meantime? 
No, treat your baby as you would usually. Seek advice if you are 
concerned or there are any signs of infection.  

When will I know the results? 
Most babies will have a normal result and no further investigation 
is needed. If this is the case for your baby then you will receive a 
letter. If further information or testing is required, you will be 
contacted by phone or letter to discuss the next steps.  
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Contact us 
If you have any questions or need further information please contact: 

Neonatal Unit 
01872 252667 
 

If you would like this leaflet in large print, braille, audio version or in 
another language, please contact the General Office on 01872 252690
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