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Introduction

This leaflet is for patients with non-Hodgkin lymphoma, who are 
having a type of treatment called bispecific antibody therapy. It 
explains about what to look out for during treatment and when 
to seek advice.

Bispecific antibodies (such as Epcoritamab (Tepkinly), Glofitamab 
(Columvi), Mosunetuzumab (Lunsumio) and Odronextamab) 
are used to treat non-Hodgkin lymphoma. Treatment can be 
complicated by cytokine release syndrome (CRS), particularly 
during the first few doses. This is important to recognise, as it 
usually resolves with prompt treatment.

What is cytokine release syndrome?

Cytokine release syndrome (CRS) is a response made by the 
immune system, which can follow an infusion of this treatment. 
This is usually mild (just a fever) and gets better on its own, 
or with paracetamol. Sometimes you can have more severe 
symptoms, including a fever, low blood pressure (feeling dizzy or 
light-headed) or breathing difficulties. This usually occurs a few 
hours after the first few doses of treatment.

What should I look out for?

It is important that if you experience a fever, a fast heart rate, 
dizzy or light-headedness or breathing difficulties, you let your 
haematology team (or the out of hours advice line) know straight 
away so they can advise you on what to do and monitor your 
recovery. Over the page is a flow chart of actions you should take 
if you have any of these symptoms.
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Out of hours / home care guide for patients 
having bispecific antibody therapy

Fever (>38oC) after receiving 
bispecific antibody therapy

Take 1g of oral paracetamol, inform the haematology 
advice line and monitor temperature, pulse and 

blood pressure (if confident to do so)

If symptoms resolve 
then no further action 
is required.  Let your 
CNS team know the 

next day.

If fever does not resolve 
within 4 hours or if you 

have shortness of breath, 
or feel light-headed or 

dizzy (low blood pressure)

Call 999 and ask for an 
ambulance to take you to 

the Emergency 
department for urgent 

assessment

Advice line 
number: 

07833 
057447



To get this information in a different format 
call 01872 252690

Royal Cornwall Hospitals NHS Trust  

Treliske, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 3LJ.  

Switchboard: 01872 250000
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