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Are there any side effects?
The most common side effects include redness and occasionally swelling,
blisters, ulceration, flaking, scabbing, pain, burning, and itching at the site
where the cream has been applied.

Most of these side effects are mild to moderate and will settle quickly once the
treatment has finished.

Following the treatment there may be some discolouration (either lightening or
darkening) at the site of the treatment. This usually improves with time but may
be permanent. Very occasionally you may develop flu like symptoms during
treatment.

Any questions?
If you have any queries about this cream please contact the Dermatology Unit
on 01872 253254.

Imiquimod cream

What is Imiquimod?
Imiquimod is a cream used to treat skin tumours. 

How does it work?
Imiquimod acts on the immune system and by applying the cream,
the aim is to stimulate your immune system to clear your tumour.

How do I store it?
Imiquimod is supplied at a strength of 5% as a cream that comes in
foil lined sachets. Each sachet provides enough cream for one
application. Keep the sachets of cream at room temperature. Do not
store above 25˚C. Avoid freezing the cream.

How do I apply it?
Before applying the cream, wash your hands and the tumour1.
area with mild soap and water. Allow them to dry completely
before applying the cream.

Tear off the top portion of the sachet at the notch and gently2.
squeeze the specified amount of cream out of the sachet and
onto your fingertips.

Gently rub the cream into the skin at the tumour site and about3.
1/3 inch (1 cm) around it until the cream disappears.

After you have finished applying the cream, wash your hands4.
with mild soap and water, carefully avoiding the target tumour
area.

Apply the cream for the prescribed number of days. The cream5.
should stay on your skin for at least 8 hours before you wash
the area.

Do not share the cream with any other person; it was prescribed6.
for you only.

Continued overleaf...


