
Managing a spillage 
from your ambulatory 
infusion pump  
Information for patients receiving 
continuous SACT  



Spillage kit contents 
2 pairs of chemotherapy protect gloves (sized for patient) 
1 x apron 
2 x absorbent pads  
2 x cytotoxic waste bags 
Advice sheet 
 

If medication leaks from your line, bag or giving set: 
Calm and clamp  

Keep calm.  1.

Do NOT touch the leak/spillage with bare hands. 2.

Open the spillage kit and put on a pair of gloves. 3.

Clamp off your line immediately, using the clamp on your line. 4.

If your pump is electronic or a CADD pump, turn it off following the 5.
guidance in your patient information leaflet.  

Contain 
With your gloves still on, remove all clothing that has come into contact 1.
with any medication and place directly into a washing machine. If this is 
not available at the time of the spill, store in a tied plastic bag, away from 
other garments until a washing machine is available. Wash on a hot cycle if 
possible. Wash twice if heavily saturated.  

Put on the apron and second pair of gloves provided. Open both cytotoxic 2.
waste bags supplied. 

Wrap the point of leakage with absorbent pads and a plastic bag if 3.
possible. 

Remove your apron and then your gloves and place in the second waste 4.
bag. Once finished, slowly close and tie the bags without expelling air 
directly into your personal space. 
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Clean  
Wash hands thoroughly. If any skin has come into contact with the 1.
medication, rinse with warm water thoroughly. Do this twice. 

Wash skin a third time, this time using liquid soap and water. Pat dry. 2.

Do not use moisturisers or skin products and avoid scrubbing your skin. 
 
Contact 

Now contact the 24 hour advice line for further instruction. 1.

Be prepared that you may be asked to come into hospital at this point. 2.

Bring bagged equipment and cytotoxic waste bags with you. 3.
 

If your line becomes detached from the giving set: 
Calm and clamp 

Keep calm. 1.

Do NOT touch the leak/spillage with bare hands. 2.

Open the spillage kit and put on a pair of gloves. 3.

Clamp off your line immediately, using the clamp on your line. 4.

If your pump is electronic or a CADD pump, turn it off following the 5.
guidance in your patient information leaflet.  

Contain 
With your gloves still on, remove all clothing that has come into contact 1.
with any medication and place directly into a washing machine. If this is 
not available at the time of the spill, store in a tied plastic bag, away from 
other garments until a washing machine is available. Wash on a hot cycle if 
possible. Wash twice if heavily saturated.  

Put on the apron and second pair of gloves provided. Open both cytotoxic 2.
waste bags supplied. 
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Place pump, and any equipment from your infusion, into the first waste 3.
bag. If there is liquid or residue present, wrap the giving set/equipment in 
one of the absorbent pads before placing into the waste bag.  

Remove your apron and then your gloves and place in the second waste 4.
bag. Once finished, slowly close and tie the bags without expelling air 
directly into your personal space. 

Clean  
Wash hands thoroughly. If any skin has come into contact with the 1.
medication, rinse with warm water thoroughly. Do this twice. 

Wash skin a third time, this time using liquid soap and water. Pat dry. 2.

Do not use moisturisers or skin products and avoid scrubbing your skin. 
 
Contact 

Now contact the 24 hour advice line for further instruction. 1.

Be prepared that you may be asked to come into hospital at this point. 2.

Bring bagged equipment and cytotoxic waste bags with you. 3.
 

If a spillage occurs on a hard surface such as a floor (this 
includes spillage of bodily fluids): 
Calm and clamp 

Keep calm. 1.

Do NOT touch the spillage with your bare hands. 2.

Open the spillage kit and put on a pair of gloves. 3.

If the spillage is pump related, clamp your line. If your pump is electronic or 4.
a CADD pump, turn it off following the guidance in your patient 
information leaflet.  

If the spillage is of bodily fluids your infusion may continue. 5.
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Contain 
Put on the apron and second pair of gloves. Open both cytotoxic waste 1.
bags. 

Place the absorbent pad on the spillage and allow pad to absorb the liquid. 2.
Be careful not to spread any liquid outwards from the spill. 

Place absorbent pad into a waste bag. 3.

Wash the area well twice using a disposable cloth, detergent soap and 4.
water. 

Once finished, place the disposable cloth in the waste bag. Double flush the 5.
used water down the toilet, taking care to avoid spill or splashing.  

Remove your apron and then your gloves and place in the waste bag, then 6.
place inside the second waste bag. Once finished, sowly close and tie the 
bags without expelling air directly into your personal space. 

Clean 
Wash hands thoroughly. If any skin has come into contact with the 1.
medication, rinse with warm water thoroughly. Do this twice. 

Wash skin a third time, this time using liquid soap and water. Pat dry. 2.

Do not use moisturisers or skin products and avoid scrubbing your skin. 
 
Contact 

Now contact the 24 hour advice line for further instruction. 1.

Be prepared that you may be asked to come into hospital at this point, if 2.
the hard floor spillage is related to a faulty or leaking pump. 

Bring bagged equipment and cytotoxic waste bags with you. 3.
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Any questions? 
If you have any questions, or require help or information, please contact us: 

Urgent emergency treatment related advice 

24 hour telephone advice line: 07833 057447 

Non-urgent advice 

Headland Unit: 01872 258088 
Mon – Fri (8am until 4pm) 

Lowen Ward: 01872 252050 
Nights and weekends



If you would like this leaflet in large print, braille, audio version  
or in another language, please contact the General Office on  
01872 252690
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