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Royal Cornwall Hospital Order of Draw 

Please check Pathology A-Z Test Directory on the intranet when unsure of  

sample requirements. 

Samples to be collected in the following order 

Cap  

colour 

Cat.No Tube 

Type 

Determinations Special Instructions/labelling Mix by 

inversion 

Draw 

Vol 

Discard tube N/A N/A Discard Gold top or blue top if collecting for Coagulation test. 5 - 6  

 

 

 

N/A Blood  

Culture 

Aerobic followed by anaerobic—if insufficient blood 

for both culture bottles, use aerobic bottle only. 

Send via ATTS (air tube system) as soon as possible. Paediatric blood culture 

bottles (pink tops) available via order line, ext. 4966. Do not cover the   

manufacturer’s bar code on the blood culture bottle. Do not remove any 

barcode labels from the bottles. See labelling advice below. 

 N/A 

 363095 

KFK119 

Sodium 

Citrate 

INR, APTT, Platelet Clumping, Coag Screen, Anti Xa, 

HIT and ADAMTS13 LA screen. Factor Assay and 

Thrombophilia screen by arrangement only. Call ext. 

2502, three tubes required 

Must be filled to the frosted line and mixed well. Underfilled samples will 

not be processed. Must be first tube taken after blood cultures. APTT and 

COAG screen stable for 4h. Paediatric 1ml size available from lab (2502). 

Please use a discard tube first when  using a butterfly collection set. 

3 - 4 2.7ml 

 N/A Kit from 

lab 

QuantiFERON-TB Gold PLUS for Mycobacterium        

tuberculosis infection. 

Please contact lab ext. 4900 for kit. Refer to the Microbiology specific blood 

collection procedure CMB-VIR-INFO-1. 

10 1.2ml 

 367954 

KFK114 

SST II 

Advance 

Routine Chemistry and Immunology. Routine Clinical 

Microbiology. Antenatal Infection screen. PCR assays 

for Hepatitis B and C. 

Paediatric version also available, please contact lab on ext. 2540 for tube 

supplies. 

6 6ml 

 367885 

KFK173 

Lithium 

Heparin 

Alternative for Electrolytes, if advised by laboratory. 

May be used for other tests as advised by Maxims/ 

ICE. 

Please contact the lab on ext. 2540 for tube supplies. A paediatric version is 

also available, please contact the lab if tube supplies required. 

 

6 5ml 

 367839 

KFK171 

EDTA Routine Haematology and other laboratory tests as 

advised by Maxims/ ICE. (Malaria parasites need to be 

received by the laboratory within 4 hours of        

collection to preserve morphology). 

Mix well. A paediatric version also available, please contact labs on ext. 2540

(Chem) or 2507/2502 (Haem/Coag) if tube supplies required. 

8 - 10 4.5ml 

 367941 

KFK277 

4ml EDTA 

cross-

match 

BLOOD TRANSFUSION LAB ONLY:                                           

Cross match, Group and Save, Antenatal Group and 

Screen, DAT, Kleihauer. Also used for paediatric 

samples. 

Samples must be handwritten or labelled with Trust approved secure    

bedside labelling device. Forename, surname, unique number (CR or NHS), 

DOB must be present, in addition to date, time and staff member signature/

electronic username. 

8 - 10 

 368201 

KFK374 

6ml Fluoride 

Heparin 

Glucose, Lactate, Alcohols (Ethanol, Ethylene Glycol 

and Methanol) and other tests as advised by Maxims/

ICE. 

Paediatric version also available, please contact lab on ext. 2540 for tube 

supplies. 

8 - 10 

 368381 

KFK360 

6ml Trace 

Elements 

Copper, Zinc, Selenium and other tests as advised by 

ICE/ Maxims. 

 

Contact lab for tube supplies ext. 2540. 8 - 10 

Maxims and ICE will state the type of tube and the number required for requested tests. Please 

ensure all tubes are correctly inverted (as per the below table) to ensure mixing of the tube’s 

coagulant, anti-coagulant &/or preservatives with the blood sample. 

Blood tube labelling 

Specimen labels should be applied smoothly (no wrinkles) and straight (not crooked) 

over the EXISTING manufacturer label on the tube. The label should be placed close 

to the cap of the tube. Ensure that the label does not cover the “window” at the back 

of the tube as lab staff need to see the quantity of blood in the tube. 

Blood culture labelling 

• Do not cover the manufacturer’s bar code or expiry date (in black box) 

on the blood culture bottle 

• The bar code is scanned in the lab to determine whether the culture is 

aerobic or anaerobic. 

Twisted label Flag label 

Low placed label creating a label tail 

Creased label 
Double labelled Label covers the window that is used to assesses volume in tube 


