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Appendix 4. Algorithm to assess if NG tube is still in the stomach
(after initial placement and confirmation of gastric placement post
insertion) - Mobile Guideline Summary

Click here for the full Ongoing Care and Management of Fine Bore Nasogastric
Feeding Tubes (NG) in Adults Policy

INCONCLUSIVE ASPIRATE PH >5.0 - CONSIDE
- Inject 20 - 30ml air to the tube using a EnFit THE FOLLOWING STEPS BELOW
Enteral 60mis syringe
- If possible, turn patient onto the left side
- Repeat the above and retry

NO ASPIRATE: Try the following:

IF STILL NO ASPIRATE - FOLLOW THE STEPS
BELOW
\ / RESIDUAL FLUID IN TUBE

Flush a small amount of air through the tube to
clear residual feed/fluid then retry

- ' B

HAS THE EXTERNAL LENGTH OF THE TUBE [€
CHANGED? h 4
Check on the centimetre/permanent marker mark DILUTION OF GASTRIC ACID:
at the exit from the nostril and compare with 1. Recent feed/flush - wait half an hour and retry
insertion data on safety sticker and NG care plan 2. Continuous feeds consider stopping the feed for
half an hour
\ / Caution: if the patient is having insulin infusions for
tight glycaemic control. Consult with senior
NO doctor/diabetes specialist nurse before stopping the
’ feed.

( HAS THE PATIENT VOMITED/HAD DEEP YES

SUCTION
NO a N\
v MEDICATION:

IS PATIENT IN NEW RESPIRATORY DISTRESS | YES )
eg. breathlessness, stridor, cyanosis or wheezing

If on PPl e.g. Lansoprasole/Omeprasole or H2
antagonists e.g. Ranitidine look at previous pH

NO readings, if consistently high, treat as normal if
a one off, repeat in 30 minutes. If still high
v YES consider X-Ray.
‘ IS THE NG TUBE VISIBLE IN THE MOUTH J—» \ _/
NO

TUBE DISPLACEMENT: Complete displacement

checks
A\ 4 A 4
IF NO CHANGE, DOCUMENT
RESULTS AND CONTINUE TO USE CONSIDER X-RAY
THE TUBE
Consult a more experienced
If unsure, consult with more member of staff prior to / \
experienced member of staff or requesting an X-Ray. Document
Nutrition Clinical Nurse Specialist. decision and rationale IF REMAIN UNSURE AFTER THE
Document decision and rationale ABOVE, CONSIDER X-RAY

\ / \ / Consult a more experienced

member of staff prior to
requesting an X-Ray. Document
decision and rationale

\_ /
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